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Purpose
Commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the CRC'’s adoption

CRC Study from a multi-religious perspective from 7 religions is a
unique contribution




2019

Side event during the
Human Rights Council
Session in Geneva
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|

1st Meeting of the Study
Team in Tokyo

National Consultations
with Children held in
Bosnia & Herzegovina,
India, Tanzania, Sri Lanka
and Uruguay

Regional Consultation
for Latin America in

Montevideo

o April ==

Consultation in New York




Regional Consultation

for the African region in
Nairobi

Regional Consultation for
the Middle East

L

Launch of the Study in
Geneva in collaboration
with the Committee on
the Rights of the Child,
and parallel launches in

New York and Nairobi on
20 November 2019
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Consultative Meeting with
Religious Scholars and
Child Rights Experts in
Geneva

June

Side event at the High
Level Political Forum in
New York City at UNICEF
HQ

September

Side event at the UN
General Assembly New

York City

November




























KEY FINDINGS




« The sanctity and dignity of human life is at the heart of the
world’s major religions and is also enshrined in the body of
international human rights instruments including the
Convention on the Rights of the Child







All the major religions value the dignity of the child
in their scriptures and beliefs. This was well
articulated at the eighth Religions for Peace World
Assembly (2006) in Kyoto, Japan where delegates
came together, stating:

“We find strong consensus across our religious
traditions about the inherent dignity of every
person, including children. This requires that we
reject all forms of violence against children and
protect and promote the sanctity of life in every
stage of a child’s development. We believe that
religious communities must be part of the solution
to eradicating violence against children and we
commit ourselves to take leadership in our religious
communities and the broader society.”
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» The CRC gives utmost importance to the family as the “fundamental group
of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its
members and particularly children.”













CASE STUDIES

Religious Leaders and Communities Working to Protect Children
from Violence — Chapter 4

Presents examples selected from the many distinctive contributions that
religious communities have made to the improvement of children’s lives and
thus, to the advancement of children’s rights around the world.

Features practices from diverse regions of the world and religious
communities, along with lessons learned from each. Many of these important
achievements, particularly those aimed at ending violence against children, are
not well known and are deserving of wider attention.
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Will work with other
partners to promote
the further
implementation of the
CRC including through
inter-faith dialogue and
collaboration




* We thank the 120 religious leaders and representatives of faith-based
organizations who participated in the consultations and provided valuable

experience, and diverse perspectives and raised important questions and
concerns.

* We are grateful to the 103 children from diverse traditions who participated in
the children’s focus groups in the 7 countries to discuss how the CRC affects
them, and who readily asked questions, provided their views and relayed their
concerns.

* The outcomes from the consultations with religious leaders and the focus
groups with children helped to shape the Study and provide the added value of
real-life experiences.



NEXT STEPS?




BACKGROUND MATERIALS FROM
ARIGATOU INTERNATIONAL :

The GNRC Fifth Forum Declaration (the Panama Commitments):

https://gnrc.net/en/?utm_source=day

The GNRC 5th Forum Report (Panama Forum):

https://gnrc.net/en/?utm_source=day

CRC Study: Faith and Children’s Rights:
https://arigatouinternational.org/en/

Executive Summary of the CRC Study: Faith and Children’s Rights:
https://arigatouinternational.org/en/
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